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George Berkeley (1685-1753)

Berkeley was a religious philosopher and had a strong faith in God. He served as chaplain, dean and bishop in the church. From an early age he had been interested in philosophy and wrote two books “An essay towards a new theory of vision” and “A treatise concerning the principles of human knowledge” by the age of 26. 

Berkeley agreed with Locke that all knowledge of the external world comes through the senses. But he disagreed with Locke’s distinction between primary and secondary qualities. Berkeley argued that there were no primary qualities, only secondary ones because all knowledge depends on the experiencing or perceiving person. In other words if we take away the perception, the quality disappears. There can be no shape without the perception of shape, no motion without the perception of motion.  

However Berkeley believed that the material world does have an existence that is independent of human perception. He said that God is a permanent perceiver of all objects in the universe and this is why objects maintain their existence whether or not a human perceiver experiences them. He opined that it is soul that creates unity among different experiences and unity in the mental world.

Berkeley continued the growing associationist trend and said that association is the process through which we perceive objects in the world. Simple ideas are received through the senses and then are combined to from complex ideas. For instance what we call a coach is nothing but an idea that is a combination of many different simple sensations (the sound of its wheels, the smell of its leather seats and the feel of its frame). Berkeley used the concept of association to explain the process of visual depth perception also.     

